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It’s hard to believe I 

have been in Czech for almost 
a month already.  I arrived the 
same day as a three week tour 
group from Taylor University. 
After I dropped off some of my 
things at my place in 
Pardubice, I headed to the 
C.O.I. base to stay and help 
with the tour.  I haven’t spent 
much time at my apartment in 
Pardubice yet, but I am slowly 
settling in.   

During the tour with 
Taylor, we had many 
opportunities to share the 
gospel.  During our first day, 
we went to a Czech school in 
Humpolec to have 
conversations with their English 
classes. We divided into small 
groups, and I was with a group 
of Czech girls who had many 

questions about God and faith.  It is 
not very common for something like 
that to happen, and it was very 
apparent to me that God matched 
up certain girls from Taylor with the 
right Czech girls because they had 
similar stories and were able to 
relate and connect with each other.  
We were able to have some deeper 
conversation thanks to the 
translators.  

This was a great 
experience for my first day back 
because it helped me put things into 
perspective in terms of what 
matters.  Getting the information I 
needed and preparing to return to 
Czech was somewhat like trudging 
through the bottom of a muddy 
swamp.  Sharing with those girls 
was food for my spirit.  It was a 
great reminder of why I have 
worked so hard and gone so far 
from home; why I don’t care what 
goes Goliathly wrong, as long as 
God is with me, I am with God, and 
I can share his wonderful plan of 
salvation.   

Other places we visited 
with the Taylor tour were kid’s 
homes, student and adult English 
classes in Czech schools, baby’s 
homes, nursing homes, Gypsy 

communities, and in the 
streets.  It was good to see 
some of the same youth that I 
had previously met while I was 
here.  Many people here have 
never once heard the gospel 
message, so the more often we 
can talk with those we have 
already met, the better. I have 
thought about how hearing the 
gospel message many times 
has strengthen my own faith, 
and how necessary it is to 
continually feed those who 
have heard, else those seeds 
be snatched out of their hearts 
before they have a chance to 
grow.  Being a missionary here 
definitely takes God’s steadfast 
love and devotion.    

Now that the Taylor 
Tour is over, I will be traveling 
to Prague every day to take a 
two week intensive Czech 
language class at Prague 
University. As soon as that is 
over, I will be teaching one 
beginner English class at our 
ESL school starting February 
11th.  Our objective at the ESL 
school is twofold.  We want the 
English classes to be excellent. 
We want to represent Christ by 

“ Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice 
and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.”      

Rev. 3:20 



doing our best, but the primary 
goal of the school is to form 
friendships and share the 
gospel message.  We use 
many different platforms of 
ministry here in Czech, all with 
the common end of sharing the 
good news of salvation through 
Jesus Christ.    One of the main 
reasons I wanted to return to 
Czech was because of the 
strong emphasis on the 
Performing Arts School, which I 
have shared much about with 
you.  Teaching English is not 
something that I have a great 
desire to do, however, it’s a 
great opportunity to meet more 
Czech people.  So for the time 
being, I will teach with all of my 
heart in hopes that I will be 
able to share with my students.  
As God says, “whatever your 
hand finds to do, work at it with 
all your heart,… it is the Lord 
Christ you are serving,” 
Colossians 3:23.  That 
command has carried me far in 
my life.    

A Czech woman 
named Blanka gave her 
testimony in church this 
Sunday.  She is a new 
Christian who came to know 
the Lord through friendships 
she formed with our 
missionaries who teach at our 
ESL school.  It is   encouraging 
to hear about the harvest as 
well as the labor.  
Prayer Requests 
Please pray for: 
~My Czech friends Sarka, 
Radka, and Veudula to come to 
the Lord 

~To pick up the Czech language  
quickly without headaches! 
~For missionaries to support each 
other and be bonded together as 
part of God’s family 
~Teaching my English classes 
~Christians in Czech to be 
passionate about reaching out to 
others 
~Working along side Czech 
churches 
~Opportunities to use music in 
ministry 
~physical health, I’ve had the flu. 
 
Just Some Thoughts 
As you can see I have changed the 
format of my newsletter.   Jesus 
said, “I am the way and the truth 
and the life.  No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”  John 
14:6. There is only one door 
through which to meet with God, but 
it is always open to all who desire a 
relationship with Him.  “Ask and it 
will be given to you; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you.  For everyone who 
asks receives; he who seeks finds; 
and to him who knocks, the door 
will be opened,” Matt 7:7-8.  God 
always invites us to come into His 
presence, see things as He sees 
them, and join in His good works.  I 
have named my newsletter, “The 
Open Door,” because it is your 
invitation to step into my world and 
see what God is doing here in the 
Czech Republic.  It is also an 
opportunity for you to join me in this 
ministry.  The amazing thing is that 
prayer knows no distance.  God can 
use your prayers for anywhere in 
the world from where you are, 
because there is an open door 
named Jesus.   

Now that you have 
heard from me, I would love to 
hear how YOU are doing.  I 
hope things are going well.  For 
those of you who are really 
adventurous, you are welcome 
to come visit me and 
experience what Czech is like 
anytime.  God be with you until 
we meet again.     
Contact Info. 
If you would like to support me 
financially, please send your 
support to: 
Christian Outreach 
International 
P.O. Box 2823 
Vero Beach, FL  32961 
Please include my name and 
ID# 145200 on a separate 
piece of paper. 
 
My address in Czech: 
Vanessa DeVett, Ceskova 
1739, Pardubice, 530 02, 
Czech Republic 
My Phone number: 
011-420-466-330-249 
 
On a Personal Note 
Ramona~ I know where there 
is a big used/antique book 
store, so I will have to check it 
out. 
 
Elisa~ Potatoes! Potatoes!  
Potatoes! 
 
Larissa~ Thank-you for the 
letter.  It was my first piece of 
mail at my new address. 
 
Did you know?~ ‘No’ is short 
for ‘Yes’ in Czech. 
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